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Awarding With Distinction Guideline

Section 1 - Introduction
(1) The University will award relevant AQF level 7 Bachelor programs and AQF level 9 Masters Coursework and Masters
Extended programs as ordinary degrees except where students achieve a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 6.0
based on all studies undertaken in the program, when the degree may be awarded ‘with Distinction’.

(2) This guideline must be read in conjunction with the Awards and Graduation Policy, Bachelor (240) Awards and
Programs Schedule, Masters Coursework (160, 120, 80) Awards and Programs Schedule and the Masters Extended
(240) Awards and Programs Schedule.

Section 2 - Intent
(3) This guideline defines the circumstances by which students are deemed eligible and which units are utilised in the
calculation of the GPA for the purpose of awarding a degree ‘with Distinction’.

Section 3 - Guidelines
Awarding a degree ‘with Distinction’

(4) To qualify for the degree a student must satisfactorily complete a program of study approved by the Program and
Course Approval Committee on behalf of Academic Senate.

(5) The degree will be awarded as an ordinary degree, or the degree may be awarded 'with Distinction' to those
students who gain a minimum GPA of 6.0 based on all studies undertaken in the program, unless otherwise specified
in clauses 9 and 10.

Determining Eligibility

(6) In determining a student's eligibility to be awarded their degree ‘with Distinction’, students must:

meet all program requirements and be eligible to be awarded an ordinary degree;  a.
complete at least 50 per cent of their program at The University of Newcastle; andb.
achieve a minimum GPA of 6.0 based on all studies undertaken in the program.c.

Calculation of the GPA

(7) A Cumulative GPA will be calculated for each graduating student to determine their eligibility to be awarded the
degree ‘with Distinction’ as per the Grade Point Average Calculation Guideline.

Exceptions

(8) Students who complete a degree under an approved articulation arrangement where less than 50 per cent of their
units are completed at the University, may be eligible to be awarded their degree ‘with Distinction’ provided they

https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=61
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=218
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=218
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=111
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=110
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=110
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=157


This document may be varied, withdrawn or replaced at any time. Printed copies, or part thereof, are regarded as uncontrolled and should not be relied
upon as the current version. It is the responsibility of the individual reading this document to always refer to the Policy Library for the latest version.

Page 2 of 3

achieve a minimum GPA of 6.0 based on all studies undertaken in the program. These include:

Bachelor of Industrial Designa.

Exclusions – AQF(2013) Compliant programs

(9) The below listed programs are not eligible to be awarded ‘with Distinction’.

All AQF level 5 Diploma programs;a.
All AQF level 8 Bachelor Honours programs;b.
All AQF level 8 Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma programs;c.
All AQF level 9 Masters by Research programs; andd.
All AQF level 10 Doctoral Degrees programs.e.

(10) The award of 'with Distinction' for the Bachelor of Medicine - Joint Medical Program (JMP) is to be made in
accordance with the Bachelor of Medicine – Joint Medical Program (JMP) Award of Bachelor of Medicine with Distinction
Guideline.

Exclusions – Pre-AQF(2013) programs

(11) The below listed programs are not eligible to be awarded ‘with Distinction’.

Bachelor of Engineeringa.

(12) The award of 'with Distinction' for the Bachelor of Medicine - Joint Medical Program (JMP) is to be made in
accordance with the Bachelor of Medicine – Joint Medical Program (JMP) Award of Bachelor of Medicine with Distinction
Guideline.

(13) Professional Doctorate programs are not eligible to be awarded 'with Distinction'.
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Glossary Terms and Definitions

"Academic Senate" - The Academic Senate of the University as described in the University of Newcastle Act 1989.

"University" - The University of Newcastle, a body corporate established under sections 4 and 5 of the University of
Newcastle Act 1989.

"Joint Medical Program (JMP)" - the Bachelor of Medicine or Bachelor of Medical Science and Doctor of Medicine as
delivered in partnership by University of Newcastle and University of New England.

"Award" - When referring to a University qualification, this term means an academic qualification approved by
Academic Senate that is conferred when a student has met the relevant program requirements. For all other uses of
this term, the generic definition applies.

"Bachelor Honours" - Refers to AQF level 8 Bachelor Honours programs. These may be a one year ‘end-on’ and
following a level 7 (240 unit) Bachelor program or be embedded in a 320 unit, level 8, program.

"Cumulative GPA" - The Grade Point Average calculated over all units undertaken within the program as per the
Grade Point Average (GPA) Calculation Guideline.

"Student" - A person formally enrolled in a course or active in a program offered by the University or affiliated entity.

"GPA" - The Grade Point Average calculated over a set of courses or specified number of courses at a particular level
as per the Grade Point Average (GPA) Calculation Guideline. 

"Program" - When referring to learning, a program is a sequence of approved learning, usually leading to an Award. 
For all other uses of this term, the generic definition applies.


